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12. 



A method 8s claimed in claim 9, wherein the binding agen, is a monoclonal antibody 
or monoclonal antibody fragment. -nuoooy 

A method as claimed in claim 8, wherein the NT-CNP to which the binding agent 

Tr^Mr - ™^^^ 
proC W (,. 1 03),proCNP(l-50),p r „C M[ . (1 .8O,a„d P roCNP ( 5 1 .81 ) . 

A method as claimed in claim 1 wherein the NT-CNP comprises proCNP(l-50). 

.3. A method as claimed in any one of claims 8 to 12, wherein binding of NT-CNP is 

H. A method fo, promoting the skeletal gmwfc potential of a subject comprising 
measnrmg the level of NT-CNP in . biologicaI sample ftom ^ J 
the level agams, me mean NT-CNP ,eve. of a confro, population that has atiained 

maxm.omskeletelgrowma.dptedictingftomflteNT^NPlevelmfte subject skeletal 
growth potential of the subject me suBject, skeletal 

of NT^ 'VT** **" ^ ° f 3 — — *e 'eve, 

7 ? 00,1,101 P0PUla,i0,, ° f ^ ^ "~ - ^ 
the NT-CNP level in the subject, the skeletal age of the subject 

1«. A method for diagnosing a skeletal disease or disorder In a subject comprising 
measurmg the leve, of NT-CNP in a bio.ogical sample from said subject Jd comparmg 

the level against Hie mean NT-CNP level fi™ n „ , . . ucom Pa™g 

d • t . . , CNP l6Vel from a contro1 Population, wherein a significant 

de.at.on m the measured ,evel from the mean control level is indicative of a J* 
disease or disorder. 

1? ' D .asl meth0 , d 7 ^ ° f C,aimS 14 10 ' 6> " ^ «***- -Pie is 

plasma or whole blood. v 

U. Amemodasclaimedinanyoneofclaims 14to 16, wherein subject is a p re -adult 
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28 Amethodasclain.edinc.aun 16, wherein the skeletaj disease or disorder i SS e.ec.ed 
from the gronp comprising congenital disorders, delayed developmental disorders artd 
advanced development syndromes. 

of N^° d **" ta " C ° m *™* — * *• -1 

«ma* m a fest biologioal sampIe ftom me subject md measurfas ^ kvei ^ 

NT-CM. m a second biological sample, wherein the second biological sample is taken 
from fte same .bjec, as me first sample bu, a, a later date, and comparing me levels of 
NT-CNP m satd tot and second samples, wherein a significant change in me ,evel of 
NT-CNP ,n sard second sample from the level of said tot sample indicates a change in 
the rate of skeletal growth. 

30. A method as claimed in claim 29, wherein the subject is undergoing a treatment 
regunen which may impact on skeletal growth of said subject. 

31. A^asclamtedmanyoueofc.aimafiandSO.wheremmeh.amten.tegime 
involves the administration of glucocorticoids to the subject 

32. A method as claimed in claim 31, wherein the subject is undergoing treatment for 
asthma or other chronic allergic states. 

33. AMtforassessmgskete.algt.wth, diagnosing sKeleta, disease, or predicting skeletal 
^pofcnttal or skeletal age in a subject comprising means for measuring the leve, of 
NT-CNP m abtologtcal sample obtained ftom said subject comprising a binding agent 
ft* selechvely binds to a NT-CNP molecnle selected from proCNP (,-103), proCNP (1 . 
50), proCNP (,-„), and „ (5M1) md ^ ^ ^ usod to ^» 

measure NT-CNP, said ki, further comprising inactions for assessing or monitoring 
ske W growm, predicting „. ^ ^ „ m ^ or 

skeleW dtsease or disomer in said subject from the NT-CNP level measured in the 
biological sample. 
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34. 



35. 



A kit as claimed in claim 33, wherein the binding agent is selected from the group 
compnsmg an anti-NT-CNP antibody, an NT-CNP receptor, or functional fragments or 
combinations thereof. 

A kit as chimed in claim 34, wherein the binding agen, is a monocional antibody or 
a fragment thereof. J 



36. A NT-CNP binding agent that selective* binds proCNP (1 -50) for me in assessing 
or momtonng skeletal growth in a subject. 

3? ' * NPbindill8agen,tha,SdeCtiVelybindS|Ir0CNP («-50)forusein predicting 

the skeletal grow* potential of a subject or for predicting tire skeleta. age in a subject 

38. ANT-CNP binding agent tha, selectively binds proCNP (1-50) for use in diagnostic 
a skeletal disease or disorder in a subject. 



39. 



A use of a NT-CNP binding agent in tire manufacture of a diagnostic for assessing or 
momtonng skeletal growth in a subject. 



* sk .T of bindin8 m *• maoufaoture of a «» ~g 

skeletal growth potential or skeletal age in a subject. 

4 " a sk^ ZT m< ™ """" "~ " 11,6 manUfe0,Ure ° f 8 * 
a skeletal disease or disorder in a subject. 
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